

Around 1870 neighboring farmers 

were called on to help build a new 

railroad bed. They were paid for their 

labor with railroad stock, then assessed 

for equipment far beyond their ability 

to pay and as a result the company 

declared bankruptcy. 
The Detroit to Bay City railroad 
opened for traffic in Oct 1872. An ad 
in the Utica Sentinel in the 1876 gave 

the schedule of three trains a day 

leaving Detroit "The short line to and 

from Detroit, and to the Saginaw 

Valley and Northern Michigan." 

Around this time stage coaches also ran 

to several locations. In 1876 a train hit 

a wagon and destroyed it. The horses 

got spooked by the engine broke loose 

^and ran home leaving the wagon on the 

: tracks. Several people were killed by 

cars. In early 1879 the Warren station 

was renamed Groesbeck and the 
Oakwood station was renamed Warren. 

The Grand Trunk on the east from 
Detroit to Port Huron went thru Warren 
in 1859. Thomas Edison worked as a 
newsboy and candy seller on this line. 

He also sold the first newspaper he 

printed on the train called the Weekly 

Herald. 




History Questions 
Why did Indians, the French, the British and ancient peoples build walls or palisades around their 
settlements, post guards and trained and armed the adults in the local community? How many police officers 
and national guards are available to protect your neighborhood in an big emergency? very few 
What mistakes caused biggest loss of soldiers in Michigan history? Do Google search on Raisin Massacre. 
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1880-1914 Steam tractors had wide use. 

Herman Weier had several in use on his 
farm. They ran a saw mill and machines. 

Doctors before 1900 had little medical 
knowledge and few medicines to work 
with and they were often ineffective. There 
were no pain pills. The earliest report of a 
Dr was from the 1850 census which showed 
Carlos Glazier 30 physician. There was a Dr 
William Simonds born April 3 1 830 in 
Canada, who practiced in the late 1870s and 
perhaps sooner. He often got paid in 
chickens according to his family 
which historian Wes Arnold 
interviewed. He died Nov 11, 1898 
of an injury and drowning. Dr 
Garrison was a local doctor but 
became ill for sometime about 1878. 
Dr Garrison recovered and returned 
to his practice in 1879. Dr John C 
Flynn 1850-1910 came to Warren in 
1882 but due to illness moved to 
Colorado in 1883. He came back to 
Warren upon regaining his health and - 
continued his practice. And there 
was Doctor W H Smith MD who has « 
a big monument in Warren Union 
Cemetery showing Oct 1856-Dec 
1 899. Then there was Doctor 
Edward WLaDoucour 1869-1927. 
After that there were many doctors. 

Fires/Floods/Droughts 

In the Fall of 1871 there was a drought over much of the Great Lakes. Debris from logging and 
clearing was tender-dry Wells went dry, crops failed, streams shrank. On October 8 a great wildfire 
the town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin killing 1300 
people and the fire spread to Michigan. It 
burned over 1,100,000 acres. Another fire 
destroyed Chicago. Additional fires across the 
state resulted in at least 200 deaths. Ten years 
later another fire struck the area between 
Saginaw Bay and Lake Huron which was 
completely devastated. The Fire burned for 
over a month. Over 2 million acres were 
burned and hundreds of families lost 
everything. Farmers reported that the skies 
were dark with smoke for several days. As far 
as floods Warren has a problem in that it is flat 
and has poor drainage especially when the 
ground is frozen or saturated. In March 1902, 
and April 1947 Warren had some serious 
flooding. There were many times that heavy 
rains caused basement flooding and small area 
flooding due to inadequate drains. 




land 
struck 
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Severe weather and droughts often 

severely affected farm animals. At 

best they had a non heated barn and at 

m worst just a field with no shelter from 

heat, cold or storms. Farm animals 

were very important for survival of 

everyone. At that time virtually 

everything was made, or grown in 

Warren. The food and meat were safe 

except for spoilage. Many persons 

died of "summer complaint" a medical 

condition later found to be caused by 

spoiled milk. Several unmarked 

graves of children are at Warren 

Union Cemetery because of this. 

Droughts have occurred too many 

times to list. Since Warren gets its 

water from the Detroit River and since 

it depends less on agriculture the 

greatest danger now is fire hazard. 

Water rationing is still a common 

practice here. As Warren became 

more urbanized many deep ditches 

were dug along roads and other places 

to drain wet areas, and later enclosed. 

There was often serious basement 

flooding which led to more and better 

sewers and drains being put in. The 

big 9 mile drain drained the crowded 

southern part of Warren. The 

Schoenherr drain which consisted of 

two 13 foot high tubes were laid in a 

trench under that road to drain into the 

Red Run. The Red Run was deepened 

in the 1950s by the US Corps of 
Engineers. Every farm home had its 
own water well but with urbanization 
water was piped in from the Belle Isle inlet. 
In 1872 Alex J Groesbeck was born in a farmhouse near 12 mile and Mound. 
He later went on to become the 30th Governor of the State of Michigan in 
1921 and the first three term Governor. He was noted for "bringing Michigan 
out of the mud" by initiating the state's modern system of highways. M-97, 
also known as Groesbeck Highway is named in his honor. He died in 1953. 

Warren becomes a Village 
The little farming community wanted to have more services than the township was providing so they 
decided to form a village. Charles Groesbeck also wrote the village charter and was paid $3 for his services. 
Beebe's settlement grew and was incorporated as Warren Village in 1893 encompassing a one square mile 

area from 13 Mile Road to 14 Mile Road and extending one-half mile either side of Mound Road. Doctor 

John D Flynn was elected as the first president. Charles Beebe was Clerk, and Robert Tharrett was Treasurer. 

One of the first actions of the village board in 1893 was to have sidewalks made of wood planks set on 

runners installed in the village. The street was often a sea of mud when it rained and that messed up 

everyone's clothes especially the women's with their long dresses. 
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We were not 

slaves 
to bankers 




Blacksmith. Tinsmith, Coopers and wagon makers things, 



Several merchants set up on Mound at 

Chicago Road . Later the village had gasoline 

lamps installed for evening lighting with A.C 

Lyons as lamplighter. He had married John 

Beebe's daughter and was also the village 

clerk just after his brother in law Charles 

Beebe. There were dozens of merchants 

over the years. Charles Franklin Peck had a 

store on S W corner of Mound and Chicago 

Rd. Perhaps the most prominent were the 

Mason brothers. But all the money in the 

world could not stop scarlet fever from killing 

some of their children. It appears they started 

as blacksmiths, then expanded into making 

wagons then buggy s. The buggy was how 

folks got around back then. Later on, a 

drawing of their carriage factory appeared in a 

local atlas. They also had a general store with 

clothing and other common items. In 1879 

Mason added agricultural implements. 

George Bolam who was one of the earliest 

settlers put in 35 years as a civil servant and 

for awhile was called "King of Warren." John 

and Dave Wilson built a grain mill and coal 

depot with water for the trains at the rail road 

tracks to the east of the village. They sold out 

to A V Church who sold it to the Warren Farm 

Bureau which ran until 1922. It was organized 

into a stock cooperative called the Warren 

Coop opening in 1924. The Harwood family 

operated a Lumber yard and saw mill near 

there. We know there were at least three 

churches in Warren Village and more than one tavern. There was a Warren Hotel . An old village map lists 

The Warren Canning Company . There were several dairy creameries at different times. A distillery is 

mentioned in some literature but I couldn't find the name. The village white smith (tin smith) was first John 

(James) L Beebe, then James Strong then Joseph Langel. Arnold Harwood was a very prominent person in 

Warren Village for over 25 years, (for whom I replaced his missing marker, if the officers of the Warren 

"Hysterical" Society haven't stolen it yet as they did several veterans markers including veterans memorials 

listing those who died for our freedoms and are buried in Warren Union Cemetery. They even ripped out 

Warren's Unknown Soldier's memorial off of his grave because there are no existing records of the name.) 

Arnold Harwood ran the main lumber yard and was a pastor of the local ME church for 25 years . He was 

also a justice of the peace. Ormal 

Stevens was the village undertaker . 

He later died in France in WWI. 

Other notable Warrenites were: 
Abel Warren who served in the war of 

1812 already mentioned and his son. 
Charles Davy a pioneer and pastor 

whose daughter married John Beebe 
tin smith and toll gate keeper. 

Page 32 History Lesson: Those who are not Vigilant and Prepared against 

attack from within and without, die or get enslaved. This has 
happened thousands of times and is happening now. 
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John Beebe's son Charles became a 
sailor, preacher and undertaker. John's 
wife Ester D and the Davys were born 

in England as were many Warren 
I Village residents. Where the toll gate 
"" was located is now unknown but it is 
believed to have been on Mound or 

Chicago road and in the village. 
Reasoning is that this was the main 
route to Detroit that had spots that had 
been planked because being very 
muddy. If Beebe was to work his trade and 
watch the toll gate it had to be near his shop 
just south of Chicago Road. Later James Strong 
took over as toll gate keeper. Peter Gillette 
pioneer farmer on Chicago Rd, The Gamble 
family, two boys of which appear to have served 
in the Civil War. ( Both names appeared on a 
veterans memorial stolen by officers of the 8 
active member social clique "hysterical" society ) 
Isaac and Oliver Barton organized the First 
church in Warren the Warren M E Church in 
the 1850s. Early pioneers were Ames, Davy, 
Halsey, Hoxie, Royce, Smith, McGrath, Torry, 
Sherry, Dunning, Johnson, Glaziers, Coreys, 
Beaufaits, Wilsons, Kingscott, ( John Kingscott 
was listed as a soldier in the 1850 census.) 
Civil War soldiers: Ira F. Benson, Nicholas 
Berger, William L Cole, Lewis Conrad, John N 

Cook, Oscar Cooley, James M Crawford, 
Frederick Eckstein, Benjamin C Gamble was 
shot in the leg, Charles Gamble, Henry Gies, 
John Hartman lost a thumb, Frederick Heidt 
injured left leg, Jacob Heipple, Levi Hoard, 
Charles Jacob, Henry Jenks, Mat & Frank Kaltz, Charles Kidd 
suffered deafness, Ernst Lorenz, Joseph Matre, Joseph Metro, 
William Moor, Mahala Norris, Frederick Opfer, Manuel J Pereira 
had a bad right ear injury, John Smith, James M Stanley suffered 
chronic diarrhea as did many who served, Frank Tatro, Theodore 
F. VanFleet, David Wolf, Samuel Wodie? and more. WWI Otto 
J Abey, Kamiel Blondeel, William Gietzen, Neil Reid Warrenner, 

Edward Thimian, Roger W. Jannus, Ormal Dewey Stevens, 
Edward W Grimms and others. WWII; Hugh Alexander, Floyd F 
Reddick, Merrill Stevens, and many others. The only stone that 
named many of these men was stolen by officers of the 8 
active member social clique Warren "hysterical" society in 
July 2011. Other notables were first the Groesbeck family 
who were the first to officially buy land and settle in Warren 
Township, and bought more land here than anyone else. They had the first sawmill, first log cabin, probably 
first frame house, first residents who claimed to be lawyers, first lawsuit to sue boys over chasing a skunk, 
and many other firsts. There were many other families and names of prominence such as the Rivards, Gibbs, 
Glaziers, Denisons, Rhodes, Ecksteins, Schusters and others named above. Many had family members that 
served as as Township officials see macombhistory.us for more. Page 33 






There were farms 

gardens & woods 

rather than 

urban sprawl 

*!gone, A voice we loved is 



George Berz 1811-1893, had the North school 

named after him. Pastor Otto Keller 1858- 

1938, pastor of the St. Paul's Church from 

1885-1908. May V. Peck 1885-1980, a teacher 

for 45 years had a school in Warren named in 

her honor. R.D. Smith, 1803- 1999. He was 

Justice of the Peace in 1839. He had the 

following epitaph: "A precious one from us has 

stilled. A place is vacant in our home, Which never can be filled." There are other interesting epitaphs 

at local cemeteries many are now unreadable. 

But the following message from the grave stands out. " DO GOOD WHILE YOU 

STILL CAN . BEFORE ITS TOO LATE." " Behold and see as you pass by, 

as you are now, so once was I, as I am now you soon will be, prepare thyself 

to follow me, USE TIME WISELY WASTE IT NOT, AS SOON THIS TO 

WILL BE YOUR LOT." "Gone so soon, my blighted hopes, Farewell Friend." 

Think about that. 

In the 1830s everyone was a farmer or housekeeper. See companion DVD for 
census details. In 1850 notable persons: Able Warren clergyman lived just north, H 
near James Warren who was a cooper who had a very important function that of 
making containers like barrels, buckets etc., John W Kingscott age 27 SOLDIER b 
England, Harvey Harwood 23 fisherman , Francis Striker gunsmith, Charles Davie 
ME clergy , John Moecy was a blacksmith . 

Wars can be prevented. There are 
better ways to settle disputes. The rich 
force the poor to fight wars for them. 

The foto to the right is a ploughing 
bee put on by neighbors to help a sick 
farmer. In the 1800s and early 1900s 
neighbors often helped each other. 

They practiced the rule of "Do to others only what you would want done to yourself." We called it the 
Golden Rule.Jt should be the standard of human conduct. 

1860 had Judson Mason, Jacob Schmids, Medana Bezoyer as blacksmiths . Other occupations in 1860 
besides farmer and housekeeper were: Ben 
Stanley Candle Maker , Alice Wright 18 School 
Teacher , Louis Grosbeck 20, Charles Grosbeck S 
24, William A 19 all Lawyers , Jacob Cramer 
mill wright , Francis Stryker Gun Smith , Polly 
Royce 1 8 Teacher , Peter Kline & Stephen Kline, 
John Holder shoemaker , James Strong toll 
gatekeeper , Michael Stagene Nail Smith, Joahim 
Kruger miller, John Albright, Charles Davy 
Clergyman , Daniel Stuart rail road , seven 
carpenters . No doctors were listed. 

In 1870 many more occupations were 
recorded too many to fit in this summary so see 
the companion DVD or web site for more info. 

But here are just a few highlights: Another toll gate keeper Phil White near to James Strong who also Keeps 
Toll, Grocer and Brewer Henry Heunt from Germany, several sawmill workers living with Alexander 
Groesbeck, carpenters , blacksmiths , several grocers , a butcher shop , a Page 34 
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taylor, minsters, breakman, gunsmith , Philipe Humys MARINER, Enuright William 32 b Ireland TEACHER 
, Lewis Groesbeck and Grosbeck Charles Lumberman , several household servants lived with different 
families, Smith Joseph 46 GROCER & SALOON this was on Van Dyke, Judson C Mason 36 Blacksmith 
and Carriage shop and many workers, Tharrett John 71 became a GROCER , Beebe John L 54 TIN SMITH 
wife Esther D 50 b England son Charles S 7 b MI, Halsey Silas E 38 works in shoe shop Paul Ardembeck 

^ Shoemaker 

1880 occupations other than 
farming are increasingly more 
numerous, here are some highlights 

see macombhistory.us. Many 
carpenters, many retired, shoemakers, 
painters, engineer, butcher dressmaker , 

several sailors , several servants, 

several clerks , ministers, brick mason, 

school teacher Benjamin Bowden 55, 

grocers Joseph Buechel & Sophia. 

Blacksmiths : Peter Cline 26, Edwin 

Tharrett. tin smith John L Beebe 64 

living with son Charles A 16 a sailor . 

Judson Mason blacksmith employed 

other blacksmiths and wagon makers , 

Ella Wright 23 music teacher. Doctors 

William Simonds, William Teery. 

Saloon keepers Frank Vandentir, 

Louis Canrad. William Murthum 

hunter , Arnold Harwood Lumber 

dealer . Grocers : Oliver Barton, 

Edmond Halsey, Solman Gilman, 

Thomas Ceaen?, and William Cole. 

The census actually listed the 

Burough of Beebes Corners. 

1900 Census occupations showed 

increasing diversification outside of 

farming, some that were listed were: 

many brick makers, mason, painters, 

peddler of Literature, molder, 

wheelright Railroad Laborer, several 

carpenters, blacksmiths , Edward Peck, 

Frank C salesman , several salesmen , 

s tore workers, shoemaker, harness 

makers, dress maker, John Martin 

cattle buyer, school teachers Hiram 

Halsey, Kathren McCanulay 21, 

Marria Tharrett 25, Clarrah Wilson 17 

music teacher . Homer Harwood 30 Publisher , Arnold Harwood 83 Lumber dealer , John Wilson miller had 

gris mill, Archibald C Lyons painter , John Flynn 50 doctor , Ormal Stevens 30 undertaker , Wright Tharrett 57 

teamster , Joseph Langell 23 tinner , Frank Langell 26 tinsmith , Anthony Beelman 49 hotel keeper & son 
Joseph 19 bartender , Matthias Berger 62 hotel keepe r and son Peter 17 bar tender , George Chipchase harness 
maker , David Wilson miller . Warren village area grocers Martin Crawford, Clinton E Hoard, Frank Peck 33 

clerk salesman , blacksmiths listed: Henry Fisher, August Sehert, Cluerlos Gurlach, several families had 

servants . Many of these folks are now in Warren Union Cemetery many without markers. As the years get 

closer to the present the names get more familiar because they are names our parents talked about. 
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To right Cougars could weigh 200 pounds. A few of the local wild animals: 
pheasant, cougar, raccoon, bear, deer, wolf, fox, opossum, muskrat, turkey, 
skunk, porcupine, squirrel and many others including many species of birds. 



We were free to 

have and carry 

guns for defense 




Men, boys, women and girls knew how to use a rifle to 

|hunt or to defend. They sometimes brought home a wild 

dinner. The price was right. This helped during tough 

times. 

The chamber pot 

was a necessity 

but not used 

for cooking. 
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Van Dyke just north of Ten mile Road 

First St Clement church c 1854 

Below 2 fotos Van Dyke and Miller's Tavern 

c 1880. Below Millers, and Township Hall 

which was located at 1 1 Mile and Van Dyke 




Van Dyke about 1900 

above Van Dyke about 1814 Busineses served 

Children should be taught responsibility and duty and adults should be held the people, not 

responsible for their actions. the people being 

The child's duty is to get a good education and the adult to use it for the i - 
good of the community. 
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Center Line area 1900 occupations: 

Edward Ladorcur 37 doctor, Knight 

Robert 37 physician, Frances J Miller 

merchant, Frank L Groesbeck servant 

salesman, Robert A Miller saloon, 

Kaltz Peter servant, Kramer John 

Priest St Clement, John Buchel groceiy 

Vileyman August saloon man, 

Holahouse Hilary teacher, Hemmen 

Xaver teacher, Kelly Domitilfa 

teacher, Cecilia Wuerth music teacher 

Warren Township went from wilderness in the 1830 to stump farms in 1840 to improved farms around 

1850 where farmers sold their product to Detroit first by wagon then so called truck farming, followed by 

industrialization and urbanization in the 1940s. Frank Halsey, was postmaster in Warren around 1910-1915. 

and during World War I he ran the telephone exchange which was located in the old post office. 

Fred Gemmill stated Alfred Parks operated a grain and feed mill and cider mill and stated there was a 
Warren Roller Mill. Fred mentions the Brooks Drug store and the J B Moore building on the South East 
corner of Mound and Chicago Road which is still there. He stated that Whippers, Nash and Willys-Overland 
cars were sold there prior to 1927. In the village area of Warren most of the occupations were still related 
to farming. page 38 
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The Lumber Industry was winding down 

after years of cutting of trees. But 

sawmills would still be around until late 

1970 when the Bunert saw mill closed 

down. Warren Township was nearly all an 

area of farms until urbanization took over, 

in the early 19008^ Agriculture was the 

main occupation and life of the residents. 

1900s 
Big steam tractors reigned supreme but 
soon gasoline and diesel engine s were 

taking over some of the work. 

The State road had been planked, stages 

ran daily, trains ran three times a day and 

stopped at Ten Mile Road called Warren 

Station later named Groesbeck. This stage 

and train stop came to be known as 

Kunrod f s corners b ecause of Kunrod's 

tavern. The family had been in the area 

^ since the 1840s. He was a Civil War veteran 

who ran the tavern but his wife appears to 

have been the main business person in the 

family. She had several land dealings. She 

purchased the property where the tavern 

was located from Mary Schmidt in 1885. 

and more property from Anna Birg in 1 893 

to the East of the Detroit to Bay City Rail 

Road north of Ten Mile Road. 

Joseph Buechel had purchased property 

from William Groesbeck in 1878. He built 

and ran a general and drug store at 10 Mile 

Road on the main state road which was next 

to the Detroit and Bay City Rail Road. This 

and Spinnings station in Warren Village 
were the busiest places in the township. In 
1893 Buechel rented an acre of land from 
Jos Cramer so he could move his store next 
to St Clement. Soon business shifted from 
the State Road (Sherwood) to the "Centre" 
Line Road (VanDyke.) Folks were calling 
the area Center Line because of the road. 
The interurban (electric trolly) line from 
Detroit to Ten Mile road along Van Dyke ran 
from 1900-1930. This led to a steady stream 
of new residents who were not farmers . The 
area along that strip became known as Van 
£ Dyke and Center Line and it soon surpassed 
in population the rest of Warren. Van Dyke 
was crushed stone in the early twenties. 
Top above mobile sawmills cut isolated stands of wood. Matthias Berger and wife park buggy in front of 
Buechel House the local General Store. The front of which is in foto below. Bottom foto is South West 
Mound at Chicago with old Bank at left and Peck's Store at right. There was a big housing shortage. 
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Buechel's was next to St Clement. Across 
the dirt "Centre" line road was this farm 
house belonging to the Weingartz family. 
Later many different stores were built 
there over the years: state Bank, Folos, 
Chatem, Forest City, Shoppers Market. 
The stores are ever changing. Behind it 
was the USO and Center Line Library. 
Weigand also owned land there. Below is 
a view looking east to St Clement. 
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Sept 1879 
hone line put 

in from depot to 

k illage. But for 

|a few merchants' 

the main 
usiness was farming. Farmers sold their crops 
at Detroit Eastern market in Detroit above riqht shows fields in background of 10 
Mile at Van Dyke. Several taverns/cafes did a brisk business like Millers 
below. Some fanners liked to have a brew. 





The Trolly also known as an inter- 
urban was a relatively quiet, smoke 
free, inexpensive and safe form of 
transportation. They have not come 
up with a better vehicle as of 20 1 1 . 
> The first ones were horse drawn. The 

depression and the automobile cut 

^their customer base so much that they 

ended service to 10 Mile Road about 

1930. I f we had mass transit today 

there would be much less traffic on 

the roads and people could get to 

JU where they want to go inexpensively 

and quickly. If they made it a 

subway then we could have 

weather free, quick, inexpensive 

trips anywhere without driving or 

parking hassles. And it can be built 

with free prison labor. Rather than 

pay our present $35,000 a year to 

give prisoners free medical care, 

cable TV, fancy living quarters, 

conjugal visits , free legal services 

and other services all at our taxpayer 

expense lets let them serve their time 

working for us. We have to work to 

support them. Why should they not 

have to work for us. Besides they 

can learn a trade and get work 

experience by working. And we get 

much needed mass transit. 



Criminals had to work 
on roads. Now we 
pay $35,000 year 

to have them just sit 



All of these fotos are larger and free 
at macombhistory.us Page 41 




Harold LaDoucoco's Ice Cream Parlor, Warren Sweet Shop, Bank, Post Office & Telephone Exchange, 
Peck's General Store ^if* 
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)eeper ditches helpe d but we re danaeiom. \jomd Road bridge, 
grocery store, son Buechel Anthony 14 had news stand. 




1900 occupations: James Belour telegraph 

operator, George Eckstine, Karl Langel, 

a Fred Grechnort, Jauonde Moore, ran repair 

shops, Charley Evens ran the brickyard, 

Edward Busch ran grocery store, Fredrick 

Lutz hardware store, May Peck, Gusta 

Bachsmier, Bessie Hatch, Norma Hartsig, 

Marie Berirdit, Irma Kolmorgan, Ernest 

Herron were school teachers, Herbert 

Masten ran the Hotel, John Malburg 

hardware, Wm Archenbrown barber, Arno 

Themie had cobbler & harness shop, 

Herbert Rivard hardware, Edward 

LaDoueour, Stanley Addison Physicians. 

Geo Vohs well driller soon to be followed 

by Claeys. Joseph Langel plumbing shop, 

Fred Warblow electrician, Orsan Buttu at 

age 71 ran the ice cream parlor, Fredrick 

Gabelnrunn preacher, Charles Garlack 

blacksmith with son Carl, son George was 

wagon maker. Henry Lyon one of many 

carpenters, wife Eva postmaster, Charles 

Boening, Herbert Hoxey mail carriers, 

Francis Kennellz ran shoe shop, Lambert 

Distelrath Creamery truck driver, Arandus 

Brinker blacksmith, Wm Weis bottling 

works, Homer Harwood Editor, Fred 

Cromie Bank cashier, 

Center Line was becoming a village with 

stores, and cafes Here are some of the 

occupations there: LeRoy Wm and son 

Blacksmith, August Miller Cafe, Robert 

Miller cafe, Weigand Andrew well driller, 

Giff Richard Real estate agent, Silela 
DeLong, Francis Jarewba, Cora Rickibush 
telephone operators, 
Ray Stillwell lumber dealer, Rinke 
Joseph, Norbert, Edgar Rinke ran 
hardware, Buechel John with family ran 
Girtile Nicodime meats, 
We had freedom to Along 1 Mile Road 
raise chickens for Qualman William dairy farm, 

food and eggs Kaiser Julius coal y ard ' 

Memphis Ave, Ingraham 
without being fined wmiam grocer Ruth Fischer? 

Gertrude Kena seamstress in tailor shop, Louis 

Lutz Baker, Belle Wilson ran grocery store, 

Joseph Weigand, Thorwold Jorgensen, Joseph 

Kutchy ran repair garages, John Kramer priest, 

and nuns, Farming was still the main occupation. 

Many general farms became specialized into 

general, truck, dairy, poultry, and cattle farms. 
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Fire and Police 
There was no fire department or police 
department for nearly all of the history of our 
area. Only since the forming of a village was 
there any fire protection and that was next to 
useless until water mains with fire hydrants were 
activated. Until that time if the oil lamps or 
candles used for lighting caught the house or barn 
on fire all one could do was get out and try to save 
a few valuables. Everything you had would be 
destroyed. And there was no insurance. There were 
no phones to call for help. 
The village hall was built in 1922. It is located at 
5961 Beebe at Flynn. It first housed the offices of 
the village officials. It served also as a voting 
place. On the west side of this building was a small 
wooden structure that was sometimes used as a jail. 
The Warren Volunteer Fire Department was housed 
in an east addition to this building in 1946. An old 
foto I have shows the Warren volunteer fire dept in 
a Model T. If anyone has more on this please share 
it. Problem is people don't write history down . 
In 1938 Chrysler Corporation donated a fire 
truck and the first fire hall was built (in 1939) next 
to the Township Hall at Van Dyke and 1 1 Mile 
roads. Soon from a modest beginning of volunteer 
firemen with no equipment to a volunteer fire 
department with two full time men Warren's fire 
department grew to one of the best in the country. 
In 1939 Warren's first fire station was built. 
Vern Lumex and William Van Hulle were hired as 
fireman. Salary was $130 a month. They still had 
volunteer firefighters. In 1951 two more fire halls 
were built. In 1955 the Nine Mile and Federal fire 
hall was built followed some time later by the fire 
hall on Twelve Mile Road by Hoover. In 1957 
William Burr was hired as Fire Commissioner. 
Police protection which had been under County 
Sheriff moved to Warren Township control in 
1950. 

Locally elected Warren constables assisted the Sheriff until 1927. In the early 1920s the Sheriff 
established a Warren branch office with one and sometimes two regular officers and a few special deputies. 
In April 1927 Henry Kuhn and Charles Krause were the local sheriffs officers. The Town board appointed 
Ray Bush as Township Officer to work with the Sheriffs deputies. In 1937 Max Bookout and George Collins 
were appointed as our first Policemen at $175 per month. Collins was appointed as Warren's first Police 
Chief. 

The Eighteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution, established Prohibition in the United 
States in 1919. It was repealed by the Twenty-first Amendment inl933. During this time the Detroit area 
was a hotbed of illegal activity. There were many speak-easys in Warren. Clem's Pour House was one of 
many that were open 24-7. You could not get in unless you were known by someone inside. "As many as 
25,000 illicit saloons, or "blind pigs," operated in Detroit area and did a $215 million business. 
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The New York Times accurately 

proclaimed that Detroit was the "Rum 

Capital of the Nation" and that liquor 

trafficking was Michigan's second leading 

industry. (Lawrence E. Ziewacz 228) 

Warren and Center Line often had more 

bars than churches. 




CD-DP THRESHING PARTY 
..PRE19DD 



Notice how in the bottom most 3 

fotos how they are using steam 

engines. Steam power was a big 

thing in the late 1800s because it 

provided needed power to run 

machines. 
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Below some common farming tools. At right horse drawn harvester. 



( SEE INDEX, PINK PAGES 525 TO 534, TO FIND WHAT YOU WANT. 

KENWOOD STEEL WALKING PLOWS *, 

Made in STUBBLE and TURF AND STUBBLE Shapes 




SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., < 



Our Kenwood Steel Frame Disc Harrow. 

In th« manu- 
facture of the 
Kenwood Disc 
Harrow, extreme 
care is exercised 
to the end that 
no inferior piece 
of material is 
made use of. 
Every part and 




The Acme Hay Tedder. 



/he Acme Hay Loader fos 
S4I.OO. 



Our $11.90 Kenwood Hand Dump Hay 
Rake. 




Seeder and Single Wheel Hoe, Culti 
vator. Rake and Plow. 



Our 95 Cent Corn Snellen 
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Our Older Churches 

There was a Methodist church group in Warren 

before 1850 probably helped along by Abel 



fWarren. The First Methodist Church of Warren was 

started about 1853 and a log chapel built. This 

building was replaced in 1857. It is now the oldest 

structure within the Warren Village area. This 

church first stood to the east of the Warren Union 

Cemetery on the side of the Creek Road (Chicago 

Road). It was moved to its present location at 

Seventh and Fillmore in 1884. 
About 1850 a group representing the Warren 
Township outpost of St Peters Evangelical Church 
of halfway met in the old Methodist Church across 
mound Road. In 1864 they organized St Paul 
Evangelical Church. The current impressive 
building was built in 1894. It had a steeple that towered 35 feet above the belfry but lightening destroyed the 
steeple in 1921. Records were kept in German just like the sister church St Clement church that had records 
in German and Latin. Services were in German until 1935. St Anne began in August 1943. In 1854 the first 
of four St, Clement churches was built on Van Dyke. The Community Church in Center Line was built 
in 1924. Now Celtic Cross. The Bethel Methodist Church on Packard in Center Line was built in the 

1920's. See macombhistory.us for much more on our churches. In 1850 the population of Warren 
Township was 700-750. There was even quicker growth as population figures show. 997 in 1854, 1335 in 
I860, 1468 in 1864, 1938 in 1870, 2214 in 1874, 2401 in 1880, 2384 in 1884, 2423 in 1890, 2592 in 1894. 

1904 population of Warren Township was 2498. 






St Paul above 

St Clemenr below 
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JoJLnt. 

Inspired by War Hero and pioneer Abel Warren and others several families 

held social and religious gatherings in barns and log cabins in the late 1 840s 

this led to the founding of several churches in the 1950s see page 49. The 

churches in America and Warren were Christian meaning they taught what 

Jesus of Nazareth taught which was in the basically the Golden Rule and the| 

new Commandment shown here to the right. This had great positive moral 

value to the community in family, social and business areas. Confucius, 

Plato, Socrates, Jesus and other wise thinkers agreed that it was the best 

way for humans to get along. Don't do to others what you would not want 

done to yourself. Children were taught to be responsible for their actions 

and adults were held to that expectation. Everyone pulled his own weight. 

Fathers supported their wife and children. People were aware of what was 

going on in their community and often helped neighbors if they needed help. The men were ready and 

willing to defend their country and did so. The community worked hard to create a better life for all. Ample 

for all was in fact created over time to the point in the 1950s when it was considered the richest community 

in the USA. RESPECT OUR SOLDIERS AND VETERANS REMEMBER 9- 1 1 AND OTHER ATTACKS 



A pew 
Gott?n?ai?dn?ei?t 
I give ut)to you, 
tl?at you LOVE 
ope aijotl>er; 
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